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In patients with COVID-19, surprisingly only few intestinal symptoms are observed -
despite the high abundance of angiotensin-converting enzyme-2 (ACE-2), the main

ARTICLE RECOUMENDATIONS  THEFACULTY.  FACULTY REVEWS  B0G

O "m T - 00 w receptor of SARS-CoV-2 S1, on enterocytes. The authors of this study followed the
hypothesis that an epithelium-derived antiviral peptide of the gut may limit viral entry into
Human | inal Defensin 5 Inhibits SARS-CoV-2 Invasion by host cells. They identified the lectin-like antimicrobial and antiviral enteric alpha-defensin
Cloaking ACE2. HDS as the effector molecule of the gut's innate defense system towards SARS-CoV-2
Wengs U WongJ B Author siitions infection. These findings may suggest a new option to prevent or treat COVID-19 either by

using HD5 as a therapeutic or by stimulating endogenous HD5 synthesis.
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